1 . An apparatus for autonomic power adjustment in an electronic device, 
comprising: 

a collector configured to collect indicia of a user^s body position in 

relation to an electronic device for a user who maintains close 

proximity to the electronic device; 
a determination module configured to determine a power state for the 

electronic device based on the indicia; and 
a power control module configured to selectively adjust power supphed to 

subsystems of the electronic device to transition to the determined 

power state. 

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the indicia are representative of one of a 
plurality of anatomical states associated with different user body positions. 

3. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the power state is representative of one 
of a plurality of hierarchical power states. 

4. The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the determination module is fiirther 
pq configured to select a lowest power state in response to the indicia. 
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O 2 g I 5 . The apparatus of claim 3, wherein the determination module is further 

g S o configured to select a lower power state in response to the indicia. 

§ 2 ^ 6. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the determination module is further 
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configured to measure a time interval that a user maintains a body position and select the 
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power state such that the time interval exceeds a latency period associated with the 
selected power state. 

7. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the user's body position comprises 
focusing an eye on a display coupled to the electronic device to study the display. 

8 . The apparatus of clarni 1 , wherein the collector is further configured to 
capture a series of images of the user in proximity to the electronic device, identify 
control points in the images, and determine indicia of a user's body position based on the 
control points. 

9. The apparatus of claim 1 , wherein the collector is further configured to 
poll a plurality of sensors configured to detect characteristics of the user's body position. 

1 0. The apparatus of clsdm 1 , wherein the collector is further configured to 
receive signals fi-om sensors that continuously monitor characteristics of a user's body 
position. 
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11. A system for autonomic power adjustment, comprising: 

a display and human input device coupled to a processing subsystem; 
a power regulator configured to control a power supply to the display, 

human input device, and processing subsystem; 
one or more sensors configured to detect characteristics of a user's body 

position while it is positioned in close proximity to the display or 

human input device; 
a collector in communication with the sensors and configured to collect 

indicia of a user's body position in relation to the display or human 

input device; 

a determination module configured to determine a power state based on 
the indicia; and 

a power control module configured to selectively adjust power supplied to 
the display, human input device, and processing subsystem to 
transition to the determined power state. 

12. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the indicia are representative of one of a 
plurality of anatomical states associated with different user body positions. 

1 3 . The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the power state is representative of one of 
a plurality of hierarchical power states. 

14. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the determination module is fiirther 

configured to select a higher power state in response to the indicia. 
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1 5 . The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the determination module is further 
configured to measure a time interval that a user maintains a body position and select the 
power state such that the tune interval exceeds a latency period associated with the 
selected power state. 

16. The system of claim 15, wherein the determination module is further 
configured to adapt to changes m the time interval such that the optimal power state is 
selected. 

1 7. The system of claim 1 1 , wherein the user' s body position comprises 
focusing an eye on the display. 

18. The system of claim 11, further comprising a digital camera configured to 
capture a series of images of the user in proximity to the display and human input device, 
the collector further configured to identify control points in the images and determine 
indicia of a user's body position based on the control points. 
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19. A method for autonomic power adjustment in an electronic device, 
comprising: 

collecting indicia of a user's body position in relation to an electronic 

device while the user is in close proximity to the electronic device; 

determining a power state for the electronic device based on the indicia; 
and 

selectively adjusting power suppUed to subsystems of the electronic device 
to transition to the determined power state. 

20. The method of claim 19, wherein the indicia are representative of one of a 
plurality of anatomical states associated with different user body positions. 

21. The method of claim 20, wherein the power state is representative of one 
of a plurality of hierarchical power states. 

22. The method of claim 21, wherein determining a power state further 
comprises selecting a lowest power state in response to the indicia. 

23 . The method of claim 2 1 , wherein determining an power state further 
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^ o ^ comprises selecting a lower power state in response to the indicia. 

c« 5 E'B 24. The method of claim 2 1 , wherein further comprising measuring a time 
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o § i interval that a user maintains a body position and wherein determming a power state 

g 2 a further comprises selecting the power state such that the time interval exceeds a latency 

period associated with the selected power state. 
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25. The method of claim 19, wherein the user's body position comprises 
focusing an eye on a display coupled to the electronic device to study the display. 

26. The method of claim 19, wherein collecting indicia of a user's body 

position further comprises: 

capturing a series of images of the user while the user remains in close 

proximity to the electronic device; 
identifying control points in the images; and 

determining indicia of a user's body position based on the control points. 

27. The method of claim 19, wherein collecting indicia of a user's body 
position further comprises polling a plurality of sensors configured to detect 
characteristics of the user's body position. 

28. The method of claim 19, wherein collecting indicia of a user's body 
position further comprises receiving signals from sensors that continuously monitor 
characteristics of a user's body position. 
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29. An article of manufacture comprising a program storage medium readable 
by a processor and embodying one or more instructions executable by a processor to 
perform a method for autonomic power adjustment in an electronic device, the method 
comprising: 

collecting indicia of a user's body position in relation to an electronic 

device while the user remains in close proximity to the electronic 
device; 

determining a power state for the electronic device based on the indicia; 
and 

selectively adjusting power supplied to subsystems of the electronic device 
to transition to the determined power state. 

< 

30. An apparatus for autonomic power adjustment in an electronic device, 
comprising: 

means for collecting indicia of a user's body position in relation to an 

electronic device while the user remains in close proximity to the 
electronic device; 

means for determining a power state for the electronic device based on the 
indicia; and 

means for selectively adjusting power supphed to subsystems of the 
electronic device to transition to the determined power state. 



32 



IBM Docket No.: RPS92O03018OUS1 



Kunzler & Associates Docket No.: 1300.2.27 



